ACCELERATION UNIT

n August, Transport Secretary Grant
Shapps announced the launch of an
‘Acceleration Unit’ to speed up delivery
of transport projects.

It will be headed by former Campaign
for Better Transport chief executive and
consumer champion Darren Shirley
leading a new team of non-government
specialists to drive progress on key
projects.

The team will join the Department
for Transport (DfT) to tackle delays to
infrastructure projects and add impetus to
improvements for passengers.

The unit is launched as the Treasury and
DfT has announced waves of investment in
transport projects across road, rail, active
travel and buses in anticipation that it will
ensure rapid implementation of plans. It
was inspired by the successful completion
of the £1.5 billion A14 upgrade between
Cambridge and Huntingdon - which was
not only delivered on budget, but eight
months ahead of schedule.

To build on this success, it will engage
experts with significant experience in

infrastructure projects Chris Taylor, who
oversaw construction of the A14.

At the same time, the unit is expected to
have arole in driving decarbonisation.

Darren Shirley says:“l am delighted to
take on this important new role, bringing
a fresh perspective and external advice to
accelerate the delivery of key infrastruc-
ture projects and programmes.

“The breadth and depth of expertise in
my new team will stand us in a good stead
as we look to deliver the schemes that will
help the country to rebuild faster through
decarbonising the transport system and
levelling up Britain as we emerge from the
coronavirus crisis.”

The idea is that the Acceleration Unit
will deliver Government priorities more
quickly. It will be directly accountable to the
Transport Secretary Shapps, who says:
““We want to accelerate Britain’s recovery
by investing in vital infrastructure that will
help get businesses back on their feet,
create jobs to replace those that have been
lost and level up our country. The creation
of the Acceleration Unit and investment in

SMART TRANSPORT

The idea behind the unit is to speed up the
delivery of a number of projects and invest-
ments that will contribute to post-Covid
recovery. Alongside the Acceleration Unit,
funding was announced for several rail
projects while Highways England launched
its Strategic Business Plan and Delivery
Plan, which set out the implementation
of RIS2, the Government's strategy to
improve England’s road network.

The funding announcement indicated
specific projects which potentially could
benefit from acceleration:

Railways in Wales will receive £343 mil-

lion ofinvestment to deliver better, faster,

more reliable journeys for passengers.

This includes kickstarting design work to

upgrade Cardiff Central station and fund-

ing to develop plans for upgraded digital
signalling on the 150-mile Cambrian line
from Shrewsbury Sutton Bridge Junction
to Aberystwyth and Pwllheli. There are
also proposals to speed up journeys
between Cardiff and Swansea, Chester
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and Llandudno Junction, and the Severn
Tunneland Cardiff.

£1.1m for Network Rail to develop short-
term plans to relieve overcrowding at
London’s Liverpool Street station.
Funding to complete the £6.4m scheme
to build a new second footbridge serving
allfour platforms at St Albans City station,
easing congestion and addressing safety
issues at an increasingly busy station
with work due to start early 2021 and be
complete by January 2022.

£4m to develop the design phase for
gauge enhancement and track improve-
ments for freight trains on Great
Western, Midland Main Lines and at

delivering infrastructure projectsincluding ~ ourroads and railways will ensure we build
Highways England’s director of complex  back better, greenerand faster.”
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We want to accelerate Britain’s recovery
by investing in vital infrastructure that
will help get businesses back on their
feet, create jobs to replace those that
have been lost and level up our country
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It (climate change) is the one area
consistently ignored by the Department
for Transport as it suggests that the |

increase in emissions that arises from
new roads and the traffic they generate

is so insignificant it can be covered by o ACTIVE TRAVEL INFRASTRUCTURE?

other measures
CHRIS TODD, TRANSPORT
ACTION NETWORK of the carbon
savings from
switching to
EVs would be
wiped out by
road building
plans, says
SOURCES Transport for
161 Quality of Life
tinyurl.com/
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The Queensbury Tunnel HS2 cycle link Britain’s lost cycleways
The Queensbury Tunnel between Bradford and Halifax in West Yorkshire is an A cycleway alongside HS2 was part of the vision for Between 1937 and 1940 the Ministry of Transport only gave grants to local authorities for arterial road
abandoned railway tunnel which is currently unused with plans made to partially infill it. the project, and would deliver health, congestion and schemes if they included nine-foot-wide cycleways both sides of the road. More than 300 miles of these
Meanwhile campaigners - backed by cycling, environmental and heritage groups, and economic benefits of between £3and £8 per £1 spent. cycleways were built during this time.
the neighbouring local authorities — want to see the 1.4-mile long Victorian structure The Accelerator Unit could find economies and According to research by author Carlton Reid and transport planner John Dales some of these
repaired to form part of a greenway connecting two of Yorkshire's biggest populations. efficiencies to ensure that the opportunity to create a cycleways still exist (but are believed, wrongly, to be ‘service roads’); others have been grassed over (but
Delivering this link would create an active travel corridor in an area that embraces relatively low-cost national north-south cycleway and their concrete surfaces probably remain). Many are not marked on maps as cycleways (or considered to
cycling despite the weather (and the hills) and enable a much wider group to enjoy connect the communities linking those on the HS2 be such by local authorities).
walking, cycling and wheelchair-accessible travel. corridoris not missed. Bringing these lost cycle ways back into service would rapidly expand cycle infrastructure in the UKand
There are several challenges which would need to be overcome to put this heritage i help provide arterial cycle ways connecting towns and cities.
structure back into commission. However, with the A14 experience to point to, they are ¢ : Reinstalling themwithout interrupting service on the arterial roads they followwould be an appropriate
notinsurmountable. z : application of learning from the Al4.
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